


epizode of Oragonball Z{ #FFES). | remember getting frustrated at
the TV when it took =0 long for Gokuto defeat Frieza. With the
help of =ome wonderful friends | have met herg, | began plotting my
gdventure.

After it was all zaid and dong, | had 24 day=toenjoyin Japan. My
plane would land in Sapporo and fly out of Magasaki. Thanks to this
awesore plan toincrease tourism the lapanese offer tourists a
chance to buy the Japaneze Rail Pasz{JFR]. The IPR allows the holder
of the paszs to take army IR apanese Railway] train line for a zpecified
period of time (7,14,o0r 21day=). | bought the 21day Green Paszs and
mapped out 16 cities spread out over a total of 2,52 1km. Thiz was

ry pilerimage, 8 chance to journey alone into the unknown. A 2lrmon at the
school began to end, the examswere collected and finally grades
were distributed, the date to take off wasclo=ely approaching. |
packed lightly, bringing only a backpack filled halfway with clothes
and a pair of hiking =ticks to eaze the ®res= in my knee: a= | hike up
Mt Fuji. The time was finally here, it wastime to venture out to the

land of the rizing =un.

Hokkaido flew by me, | planned to visit four cities so | could hike a
couple of mountains, exzentially giving me the chance to explore the
natural beauty the Morthernmost izland of lapan had to offer. | took
thetrainto Furano to see some beautiful lavender flowers, in
Sapporo | enjoyed a beer to some lazz music, in Kutchan | climbed
around Mt Yotei, the next day | was in Toya climbing k. U=0 and
walking around La ke Toya, and the final day in the area | was in
Hakodate where | experienced the frezhezt zeafood | had ever ate. |
hadto sit down and rest, it had been five days, and | had beento
five cities. The next morning | was taking the Shinkanzen to Tokyo
where | had planned 3 day: to take in the zight=and =ound=

Tokyo was= more then | could ever imaging, besides the bright neon
light= and all the delicious food | came across, | wa s most impres=ed
with the metro =y=tem. The city was humongous and | am not the
biggest fan of big cities. | prefer the much more laid back type citie:
like ¥ang=huo and Lijiang, with more mountainz and trees than
sky=crapers and machines. With only three dayz in Tokyo | came
nowhere clo=e to =eeing the entire city. However, with excellent
coordinating and planningthe Tokyo hetro iz by farthe most
comples, Yyet convenient system | hase ever zeen. It allowed me to
Eet to any point in the city and with =0 mamy stations it was easy not
to get lost. | was determined to make the most of Tokyo =0 | walked
through Meiji Shrine and Yazukini Shring, it was at the Yazukini
Shrine were | felt the most odd and awkward. | |eft the place with a
deprezzing feeling, | needed to cheer up =0 | jurn ped back onthe
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hetro. | ended up at Shinjuku Gyoenwhich iz one of the most
beautiful gardens | =aw inlapan. The next day | witnez=ed the early




moming action at the Tsukiji Fs h market eatne more fresh fsh at the world's largest fish market. |
played wideo gzames s uch as Mario Kart and Desonball £, | 2ot destrmoyed in in Dreeonball £ but
wonsome races in Mario Kart. | people watched in Akihabara, witnessing all the fun and energetic
cms players[ 8 B %) and wonderingin and out of mangastores. k was complete anime mania
and | lowed it. | left Tolkyo wihing | had more days but the desire to take onthe most epic hike
evar could not bepassed up. ¥l had to say one thing about Tokyo, the alture found on Akihabam
street was one of my most enjoyable moments inthe dty.

| left Tokyo at Gamtotakeatrain to Kamakuraso | could see KStoku-in, the giant outdoor Buddha
and walk amund Hme-dera temple. The weatherwas in contrml of what @me next, | ahways
imagined dimbing Wt. Fuji, | remember badk in school looking at photos of Fuji with s now
coveningthe top, but weather was threatening ths chance. After | left Hase-dera, |searched for
some WIFl and then checkad the wegther. The previous days had been full of rain and the
prewious nightsaidto exped more @inthe next day. Whenthe APFP lDaded |saw it went from a
raimy forecast' to @ 'mostly cloudy forecast' @mnwvincing me to jump on the next train to Fuji.

Itook the 11:00train
to Mtt. Fuji station
and arrived at 2pm. |
needed to make sure
| packed enoush food
and water for the
nieht hike | was
gbout toeoon.
Thinking | had umntil
2:00pmto catch the
last bs, | took my
time, rested and
foaused. [then head
to thestation but a
minar mshap @me
up andthreatened to
derail my plans. Little
did | know, it was a

lapanese holiday, and
the |t bus stopped
running two hours earlierthan normal. | was inshock and began to find out what the next plan of
achion was going to be, when like fate, two French s sters @me running out of the last train
wantingtoeo tothe top of Fuji = well. W e hitchhiked half way because mountain policy only
gllowed buses and taxs to 2o up the mountain road. Sowe paid the equivalant of 400rmb totake
ataxitothe Sthstaze. The Frenchsisters names were Claire beingthe oldest and foe the most
talkabiwe. Claire was taking photos of thestars and the surroundine lake as the stas gletensd their
faint light down on the city below. It wa 11lpm and we neaded to begin our s&=cent to the 10th
stame so that by 4 20am we muld catch the sunrse. It took us & hours and we manaeged to reach
the 10th and final stage just intimetoset in agood position to see the appmaching sunrse
clearky. Despite the mountain being cold thanks to aheasywind there were hundreds of other
hikers doingthe same thing we were doing. Afterwatchingthesunrise, we ate some noodles,



