walked around the snow filled crater, and =aid our
eoodbyes, their tripwas ending. They were going back
to France, they had been in Japan for 14day: hiking
the lapanese Alp=. For me, the next stop was Kyoto.

Four days in Kyoto was not nearly enough, but |
managed to find out | love yakisoba, and okonomiyaki.
| took the train from Fuji and got into Kyoto around
Epr. | needed to do laundry after climbing the
rmountain and it was at the laundry hou=ethat | met a
new friend. While our clothes were being cleaned we
Eot =ome ramen and then later went to a okonomiyaki
restaurant to meet up with his friends. It was the first
time | experienced this type of food and | had to =ay it
was some of the best food lapan has to offer. The next
three day in kKyoto were filled with things to do. The
first day | cycled around the city shrine hopping. | also
rmade reservation: to =ee the Imperial Palace, and
thank=to help from |buki and Yuto, their parents
helped me book a8 tour at the Yamazaki Suntony
Whizskey Distillery. | also saw Kinkakuji, the Golden
Pavilion which was breathtaking. Kyoto had a ot to do
therewas 0 much beauty engulfed into one city, but there was too much to =ee
el=ewhere =0 | needed to make my way further south. In hind=ight had | knorwn a
typhoon would develop causing the weather to be very rainy in Kumamoto, |
would have eazily stayedthree more days in

Histury is my IifE, Kwoto, but at thiz very momenttime was
50 it was amazing P

for me to be able to Nestonthe agenda was Nara where | saw
Gnmpﬂre twn the T dai-ji, the biggest Buddha in the

r i country. | then headed over to D=aka where |
fﬂEG'"ﬂtlng GUIturEE- ate the best Takoyaki inthe world thanks to

some detailed maps and directions provided

by Haruka and Masanobu. Thank=tothe
gdvice of Yui and Tormoko | went to Kobe and took a =ake tour and then relaxed
and read a book on Soma beach as the sun paz=ed over the mountains behind me.
In Hirmeji, | rmet up with my =ome friends from Suzhou, Tommy, lerne and their
family and got a personal tour of Himeji Castle. The trip was now on the last leg of
the journey. | hadthree cities left to =ee. | had taken in 0 much, | witnessed more
than | could have ever imagined. The last night in Himeji | ordered Ta koyaki and
prepared for the next city. Itwas time to head to Hiroshirm a.

World War 2was an atrocious event that will always be remembered. Az an
Armerican, Hiroshima is seen as a tragedy but alzp a last option. | view it as a
blemizh in Armerican history but we can't turn back, we can only hope thatwe can
all progressto bring peace to everyone and learn from this tragic day. A= the train
pulled into the station the first thing that appeared outside the window was the

Waiting for
the Train
after a walk
through Mt.
Yotei




L <

Honda Zoom-Zoom baseball stadium. It Iays right next to the tmds, brand new, it is an example of
progress. Ten years afterthe bomb a baseball team came tothe cityto lift the hopes ofthe
people. Spors are amazing, s ports @n take wour mind off all ofwour hardships, it can helpyou
relas and gide you reasons
toroot forsomeone, to
support them and wish
i them tosucceed. Just like
that attitude we get from
5 parts the city of
Himshimatook in that
enersy and bounced back
cregting @ modern dty
that ha a lot to offer |
tooka daytrip to Miyajima
wihere | hiked Mt ME 2n
and walked through
Itsukushima, the shrine in
thesea The nect day |
wialked thmough the

Atomic Bomb museum
and ot t1 dkets to see the Hiroshima Carp play against the Chunici Dregons. What |was feeling at
this moment is indes Tibable. | plaged bameball for tenyeas growing up, | rooted forthe Cleweland
Indians all my life, watchingyear after year always hopingfor aWorld Seres title that would newer
come. After twoyears of not having seen a live baseballgame, | finally got the chance to doso.
This moment like MMt. Fuji & something | will always chers h. The fans, the passion, the highs, the
lowss, it brines backs o many memaories, reminding me of being a fan at agame back inthe USA.
The Hiroshima Carp fans took us inwith open hands and by the end ofthe night | 1eft the stadium
a Hiroshima Carp fan. | will aherays root for them to win it all.

With two cities left on the Ist, it wa time to g0 to Kumamoto. While | wias there atyphoon besan
mowing into the region and it caused me to onlyget one day to edplore the city. | had already paid
two nights for my hostel in Kumamoto but thanks tothe Shinkams en | was able totake the bullet
tminto Osaka and explore more of Den-0en town in Mipponbashi and the town my best friand
Yuhei's family is from. After knowing him for
almmt 19years it was rewarding esttinethe
chance to explore his father's culture. |
spent the darythere and took the [t train
backto Kumamoto, 8 & hourtmin ride,
similartoening from Suzhou to Beijing on
the G tmin.

| spentthe |t three days in Nas= aki
where | got the chance to relas, and @tch
up onsome mudch needed reading and
writing but ak o making time to explorethe
city in full. In Na=asaki |l met withsome
friends from Sw=hou Keiichi, Aiko and their
famiby where | experienced atraditional




Mazasaki lunch. The ecperience was one of akind, the talented chef moked one dish at a imeand
by the timeyou finished wour first dshshe was soon @ming along with the nedt dsh. Each dsh
wizs just & delicious as the last. The work that was put intoths mealshows the passion and
imegrity of this country and this cukure. | aEogot the chance to mest up with two friends | met in
Hiroshima, a
Canadian Couple
from Quebec. Wa
explored MNass aki
Feace Fark and
strolled around the
Mlus eum. They were
headineto Tokyo
and | was heading
backto China. The
trip was finally meer,
ths wa lapan, from
thetoptothe
bottom, many
places seen, many
maore yet to

diE @wer.

Hetory & my life, so
itwas amazing forme to be able to compare two facinating cuttures. Japan leamed a ot throueh
Chines & alture and it & still evident today by the fac that they still us e asimilar writing system.
Being able towalk amonest their society for 24 days |wa onby abletotakein asmall amount of
what living in lapan would be like. While | was there | met some ofthe most friendliest, most
helpful people | had ever encountered. Forexample we asked ths one older women fshe knew
of as pecificrestaurant to which she did not know and apologized and went on herway, Mow it
wis raining but not a minute later she man backto us inthe pouring @in just totell s s he found
the restaurant. This is just asmall example of
what [took in. The only food | believed the
Jlapanese ate wias sushi and ramen, but |
di mwered dishes that | will forever crave
and different types of mmen | will forewer
dmool for. [ thought 24 days wa enoush to
experience all lapan had to offer, but | was
foolish. | ook foreard to one day coming
back and seeing what more it has instorefor
me.




